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“] bought the Golf off
a neighbour and paid
just £50 for it!”
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paintwork and a solid 'shell.”

As luck would have it, the perfect
Golf turned up on his doorstep - or
rather his parents’ doorstep - when
a neighbour, who was a keen
autocross competitor, unearthed a
Mk 1 Golf N. “He planned to use it
for autocross, but | could see that it
was perfect for what | needed”.
Incredibly, Ben paid just £50 for the
1980 Golf N - what a bargain!

The next few months were spent
carefully planning the project and
offering up parts to see what could
be done. After stripping the Mk 1
down, he rolled it on its side (on an
old mattress!) and set to work. Two
major problems were obvious - the
propshaft was too long and the
Rallye subframe was too wide to fit
between the Mk 1 Golf sills.

The first problem could be sorted
by carefully chopping and rewelding
the propshaft - work that Ben did
himself - while the second was
much more involved. The easiest
option would have been to cut out
the rear section of the Mk 1's sills,
but this meant the Rallye subframe
would be visible - a bit ugly.

The harder route was to shorten
the Rallye subframe so that it would
slot in behind the sills, and this is
the option Ben chose. The resulting
fabrication work was a bit like
constructing a complex 3D puzzie
without instructions, but eventually
Ben managed to get the unit to fit,
even managing to use a couple of
the original Mk 1 back axle
mounting studs. Rather than extend
the rear suspension turrets upwards
to accommodate the dampers, he
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Thanks to a Garret T28 turbo and Weber Alpha management, this 1.8T unit is estimated to deliver around 300bhp. Nice!

managed to find a set of Sachs
competition coil-overs that were a
perfect fit - this looked neater, too.

Fitting the Rallye rear diff and
suspension did mean that the spare
wheel well had to go and this, along
with a reinforcement beam bridging
the turrets, is the only thing visibly
different to a stock Mk 1 boot floor.

A custom alloy tank, split in two
halves provides room for the
propshaft, while the original load-
sensing bias valve of the Mk 1 has
been moved and made adjustable.

Up front the 1.8T engine was
mated up to the Rallye gearbox -
with a Sachs Sporting clutch being
sandwiched between - and then
slotted in place using custom-made
engine and gearbox mounts. The
original gear

(N

linkage was binned in favour of a
cable-change set-up.

In the interests of power, Ben had
already ditched the original 1.8T
turbo and had decided to use a
beefier Garret T28 unit that he'd

liberated from a Nissan Sunny GTiR.

To cope with the extra grunt, the
engine compression needed to be
lowered and this was achieved by
machining a little out of piston
crowns, dropping the CR from 9.5:1
to 9:1. Apart from balancing the
conrods, the rest of the block and
head have remained stock.

The next headache was to
physically bolt the turbo to the
head, which necessitated
fabricating a custom exhaust
manifold. After much research, Ben

found that many of the US
motorsport enthusiasts were using
3.5mm thick Weld El tubing for this
task - cast piping that is mainly used
on oil rigs and is purpose-designed
to withstand high temperatures and
pressures. The rest of the exhaust
was customn made to fit around the
rear suspension, using 2.5-inch
tubing throughout. A single Jetex
universal back box keeps it quiet
(while the turbo also helps do this).
Alr is sucked into the engine via a
J&R cone filter, with custom inlet
tubing ducting it through the turbo
and intercooler before blowing it into
the cylinders. After custorn making
the engine mounts, Ben trial-fitted
everything and spent many months
getting the fit of all the parts spot on.
At this point, the bodyshell
preparation took place, with Ben
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